The concept of Shubnikov (magnetic) symmetry becomes frequently used for description, solution and refinement of magnetic structures. Its growing importance is connected with the ease of application to various classes of magnetic structures having the translation periodicity identical, commensurate or incommensurate with the nuclear one. Recently generalized superspace approach [1] for incommensurately modulated magnetic structures allows for combination of nuclear and magnetic modulations. This unified description helps fully understand e.g. multiferroic phases.
